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Microsoft’s B’lore lab draws talent from all over  

Rhik Kundu | TNN  

 

Bangalore: Humanities student Katherine Sydenham, an American researcher of French origin, was recently introduced 

to coding, courtesy her stint with Microsoft Research Lab India.  

    The 27-year-old PhD student from the University of Michigan, School of Information, is a summer intern at the 

company’s research facility in Bangalore, where over 60 graduate, postgraduate and research students from eight 

countries are currently doing their internship.  

    “I am doing an ethnographic study of technology evangelists (for proprietary software and free/ open source 

software) and religious evangelists to look at similarities and differences in the way groups approach. The study will help 

me find out advocacy efforts put in by groups for their products and/or belief system,” said Sydenham. She is working on 

her thesis, ‘Technology in developing countries’, gathering valuable inputs from the internship course.  

    “I have a background in religious studies and am interested in how individuals, who do not consider themselves ‘tech-

savvy’ or capable of learning about computers, are included or excluded from conversations about technology, 

especially software,” she added.  

    Another 27-year-old PhD student from the University of Austin, department of computer science, Vacha Dave, is 

working on detecting and defeating click fraud. “The experience has been great,” she said.  

    Microsoft Research Lab has 35 researchers and 10 developers who mentor interns on areas like algorithms and 

modeling, cryptography and complexity, machine learning and optimization, mobility, networks, and systems, 

multilingual systems, programming languages and tools, security and privacy, technology for emerging markets, vision 

and media. The lab takes interns for a period of two to six months. “Getting fresh blood is an integral part of research. 

We are exposed to new ideas that the interns bring with them,” said Sriram Rajmani, AMD, Microsoft Research-

Bangalore. 

 

HT, New Delhi 

INDIAN STUDENTS IN VISA SCAM NET 

NEW DELHI: In a repeat of the TriValley case, 400 Indian students in the US are staring at an uncertain future 

after the CEO of their university was arrested for visa fraud.  

Most of the Indians at Herguan University in Sunnyvale, California are from Andhra Pradesh — as was the case 

at Tri-Valley University. Herguan hasn’t yet been declared illegal but it is unclear if students will be allowed to 

continue there. It is also unclear if any of the Indians are on fake visas. NEW DELHI: Around 400 Indian 

students in the US are staring at an uncertain future after the CEO of their university was arrested for visa fraud.  

Jerry Wang, CEO of Herguan University in Sunnyvale, California, was arrested Thursday and has since been 

charged with 15 counts of visa fraud, Indian officials confirmed. Homeland Security officials also raided a 

building that houses both Herguan and the University of East-West Medicine, another school headed by Wang.  

Initial court documents suggest Wang faked letters from three accredited universities, claiming they recognised 

academic credits earned at the unaccredited Herguan.  

He then sent these letters to the US immigration department to facilitate visas for students. Investigators are 

trying to find out how much he charged students.  
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Most of the Indians at Herguan are from Andhra Pradesh — as was the case at Tri Valley University, also in 

Sunnyvale, that was shut down last January after its CEO was similarly arrested for visa fraud.  

Herguan hasn’t yet been declared illegal, but it is unclear if students will be allowed to continue there or if 

they’ll have to move to another school.  

Most good universities are unlikely to welcome students from a tainted institute. It is also unclear if any of the 

Indians at Herguan are on fake visas. If they are, they could face criminal charges themselves.  

Several of the 2,000-odd Indians at Tri Valley were initially charged with criminal conspiracy. The charges 

were later dropped and most have had to return to India.  

 


